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TO THEIR SACRED 


MAJ ESTIES 


| Great 7 France, 


| 
and Ireland , &c. 


| _w it plcaſe your Majeſtics, 


EL RE not Archerie a 
| Noble and Heroick Exer- 
36s ciſe, and fit to be under- 
as well by Monarchs as the 

A 3 . Com- 


The Epiſtle 


Commonalty, our growing Ambition|' 
durſt not have preſumed to moleſt|* 
Your Majeſties by the fight or per-|# 
uſual of ſo mean a T rifle as this 
Poem. But ſince it is an Art fol 
worthy and excellent, that it bas} 
been eſteemed by General , as well 
as Particular Underſtandings though) 
we tremble at our own Audacity ,* 
yet ſheltring our ſelves under thelf 
goodneſs of our Theme, and int 
courag'd by the Innocence and Loy 
alty of our preſent Deſeen , _ 
( amidſt our Fears hope the Eyes® 
of Your unvalued Underſlanding* 
will perceive in this Work the® 
meaning of our Hearts : And then}! 
(but not till then ) we ſhall bet 
cheriſht with a belief that our Loyt 
Al 


| 
| 
| 


Dedicatory. 


al endeavours in this Poem ., btfwp- 
ever meanly writ , and only happy 
in the Epiſtle bearing T our Mae: 
fties Sacred Attribates, will jn fome 
part atone for the Crime of our Fe- 
umption. 

We therefore preſume to bope 
that now (© the Storms of Rebel- 
lion being blown over, and our 


\bappy Nation flouriſhing under the 
|Peaceful Reign” of ſo Great and 
1Gloriows an Auguſtus”) we ſhall 


draw this Ancient and Commodi- 
0145 Exerciſe of Archerie out ©. 


tbe Poyſonous L ake of Oblivion , 


# TIES 


and revive a Science, that will 
if cheriſht and aptly followed, 
haprove au Everlaſting Pillar to. ſup 


y.port the Kingdom , and be again 
A STM 


| 
| 
| of 
| 


The Epiſtle 


as undoubtedly famous as when e- 
fleemed an Exerciſed by our Fore-| 
fathers. 
For the furthering of which, 
we (in all humble Duty and Loy- 
al Obedience _) appeal to Your Sa- 
cred Majeſties, as to the Foun- 
tain from whence flowes the Springs 
of Immaculate Vertue and Power, 
which makes the happy Land bleſt 
in ber own Abundance. Be You 
the Sun, Dread Soveraign , by 
whoſe All-delighting and Powerful 
Influznce the baleful Storms of 
Vice may be diſperſs, Britain's 
Ancient Glory once more flouriſh , 
and we be boncured in the happy 
SHcerſs of our Indeavours on this 
Subject : T be perſeverance of whoſe 
Worth 


Dedicatory. 


Worth is (next our unfeipned 
Wiſhes and Prayers for Tour Ma- 


| jefties long Lives and happy Pre- 


Proſperaties_) the greateſt Hopes and 
Deſires of 


Your Majcſties Loyal, 
though unworthy, 


Servants, 


Robert Shotterel, 
and 


"Thomas Durtey. 
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READER: 


Tudictons Reader, 


E preſume to preſent thee 
here with a Poem declaring 
che uſe and Noble Vercnes 


of Archerie , which (al- 
though our Modern Authors have or'e- 
look't the Theme, and forgotten to create 
Applauſes equal to the Goodneſs and Ex- 
cellency of the Subje& ) 1s undoubtedly 


worthy 


To the Reader. 


worthy of a Noble Pen, and rather fit to 
be publiſh't and extoll'd by every one, 
than any way obſcur'd by Oblivion. Be- 
fides, the multiplictty of Poems of natures 
farr different trom this ( and indeed farr 
different from any thing tending to the 
Narion's profit ) ſtill crouding into 
view, larded with bombaſt Notions , and 
ſtuff'c with reiterated Hyperboles, or ſome 
more pitiful Paſſion , unfic to viſit the 
- World's light, much leſs the the Eyes of 
a Judicious Reader, hath emboldened us 
to preſent this Piece ; which , however 
rudely compalted or dully rendred, is 
beautified with a Subje&, that, maugre the 
barrenneſs of the Phraſe, or the Envy in- 
diſcretion or 11l nature of a fort of Critical 
DetraQGors, that only find fault with things 
for want of better Imployment , will find 
favour with honour'd Patriots, whoſe care 
tor their Country is equal to that of their 

own 
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. The proof of whoſe Fame, and the No- 


To the Reader. 


own ſafety, and whoſe Loyal Hearts, con-. 
fiding in Vertue, cheriſh the Endeavours 
of thoſe that imploy themſelves on a Work 
that is not only laudable, but every way be- 
neficial and profitable to our Engliſh Nation, 

Archerie (we mean) whole ulcful 
Art and Noble Science was approv'd and 
cheriſh't by our Fore-fathers as their Sum- 
mum Bonum , and whoſe Excellence 1s fo 
renown'd, that 'ris ſuppoſed, any one that 
arrives to the underſtanding of his Gram- 
mar has either read or heard of it; And 
thoſe that have read of ir, and do endea- 
vour to prattiſe it, will (wedoubr nor) 
honour our Endeavours with a favourable 


thought, it being an Arc that we wiſh we 


had power or abiliry co improve, as well 
as tO applaud : An Exerciſe in time of 
Peace fir to grace a Noble Spirit, and in 
Warr to oppole the worſt of Dangers. 


ble 


To the Reader. 


ble and Great Exploits atchieved by the 
power of the Bow, are ſo common and fo 
often declared in all our Ancient Chro- 
nicles,and other Hiſtories, over moſt parts 
of the World ,, as well as in our Native 
Ifle, that from us here it will prove ra- 
ther a prolix Rehearſal, then an acute De- 
ſcription of what has been ſo univerſally 
famous. 


Yet as Ruſt by degrees penetrates our | 


hardeſt Metrals, and Oblivion of a No- 
ble Art proves not only obſtrufive to a 
particular Perſon, but to the Nation in 
general ; we have endeavour'd to refreſh 
the Memory of this forgetful Age, and 
emboldned by the Loyalty and Zeal we 
bear to our Soveraign and Country , have 
preſumed to declare, That the want of 
this Noble Science hath weakned our For. 
ces, and what would prove Invincible, if 


joyn'd and commixr with our preſent Mi- 
| litta, 
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To the Reader. 
litia, proveth now not only void of that 
. Succeſs, but incapable of that Fame and 
Glory ir might atchieve, 1f afliſted by this 
brave and magnanimous Exerciſe of Ar- 
cherie. ** 

Some perhaps that underſtand it not will 
be apt to term it a dull and laborious Pa- 
ſtime, and more fit for the: capacity and 
natural ſtrength of a Peaſant, than to be a - 
Recreation for a Gentleman. Bur did chey 
underſtand the true worth of this Noble 
Exerciſe, whoſe uſe and vertuc has 1n pri- 
ſtine Ages been ſought and cheriſh'c by 
Princes, and acknowledg'd by the Learned 
and Judicious tobe not only a Sport fit for 
the brawny Commonalty, but the generous 
Nobility, the Excellency of whoſe Nature 
is ſuch, thacir baniſhes growing Diſtem- 
pers: from the Bodies of fuch whoſe deftru- 
Give Idleneſs nourifh their Diſeaſes , and. 


. | increaſes Health, begtts Sttength,and infu- 


{es 


To the Reader. 


ſes Courage into the Breaſts of all worthy 
Prafitioners of this Science : Then un- 
doubtedly thoſe that through Ignorance de- 
praved it, will with ſhame confeſs their 
cauſeleſs Detrattion , and convert their 
critical Intentions into real Applauſes. 
Nor is it our defign to moleſt or diſpleaſe 
any one, but to content and pleaſe every Þ 
one, our chief intent being to publiſh the 
Vertues of this Noble Science in this Nati- F 
on.and to incite our generous Country-men 
co further and approve of what will be not 
only fir, noble, and ſucceſsful,to be uſed in 
War,burt pleaſant and commodious 1n times 
of Peace, whoſe power we doubt not bur, 
if rais'd and exercis'd ſucceſsfully, will be 
a main Prop to ſupport che Baſis of this 
Kingdom, and a ſecure Guard againſt ap- 
proaching Dangers, gl 
Let thoſe whoſe Incredulity, as an Ene- þA 


my to our preſent Endeavours, are fo farr fr 
from 
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from believing the Vertues of this Art, that 
they malitiouſly condemn it, ſpend an Af- 
ernoon in peruſing the Chronicles of our 
ations atchievements by this Weapon,and 
he Hiſtory of the Warrs of the Romans, Per- 
tans, Scythians, Parthians,Grecians,and many 
ther Warlike Nations, whoſe greateſt 
trength lay in their Bows and Shafts,whoſs 
oble and dangerous Enterpriſes and Vio- 
ieshave been often declar'dand publiſht by 
everal worthy and Judicious Authors,not 
fficulc ro be found of any Inquifcor,and 
hen their, Judgments (refin'd by ſo many 
nfallible Proofs of the ancient Excellency 
this Art) will, we doubt not, acknow- 
dge the: malignity of their Inclinations , 
nd the ,unparallel'd worth and vercue of 
ur preſent Theme, As for others, whoſe 

gnorance of .its worth, and whoſe illiterate 
. Fapacities are ſo1rreparably dull, char che 


p Proof. * Hiſtory | is farr above the reach of 
their 
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theic groveling Underſtanding , we ſhall| 
 unconcern'd ſuſtain their harmleſsCenſuresy 


and rather pity their Imperte&ions , than 
blame their Licentious Tongues for want 0 
Judgment. 

Therefore, as onr preſent Defign 1s 
Loyal and Vertuous,'tis our hope the Suc- 
cels will be favourable and proſperous; 
And we doubt not,but there are ſome wor- 


thy Spirits in this Kingdom, whole love toſ 
this Heroick Exerciſe, and whoſe Loyalty] 
and Faith co their King and Country will] 
by cheir Aions expreſs their Care and Fi-]' 
delity, and by their Endeavours be a 
means to plant this wholſome, noble, an 

warlike Science in this Realm : The fur-| 
thering and approving of which will be 
the greateſt content that can arrive ta us, 
whoſe Hopes, as well as Wiſhes, are con-; 
tinued to fee the Art of Shooting prolper, 
and whole AY they equaFto our 
Endea- 


ali} Endeavours, ſhould be the firſt to lay a 
... | Foundation, whereon the noble Structure 
of this Excellent Science ſhould be built ; 
but ſince Fortune hath dealt unkindly with 
us in depriving us of that Power, we hope 
:.|it will be worthy of the General Care , 

whoſe ſufficiency is farr more capable of 
|the performance, than any Particular Abi- 
lity : The purſuance of which, and the 
happy Succeſs of our preſent Endeavours, 
ry) WIL not only bring us 2 particular content 
11] and happineſs, but be a bencfic fir ro be 
-. | chronicled by our Nartives,and admired by 


4 


| F ſucceeding Ages, 


Ian 
0 


Vale. 
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To his Ingenious Friends, Mr. 
Robert Shotterel, and Mr. Tho- 


mas Durfey, on their Book of 


Archerie. 


" [' 


| Lthough this Vertue of the Ancients hong 
Loft in Oblivion's Grave, has ſuffer 'd LE 
Although the Fame of Archerie in Warrs 
With the cold Duſt of our Progeni fors 
. Hath lain an /ge forgotten, in which time 
No Treatiſe paſt, nor no facetions Rhime 


Was publiſh't to applaud it's worth ; yet now | 


Methinks I ſee our happy Genius ſhow 
Trom Heav'n a ſplendid Face, whoſe Smiles preſage 
Unmatch't perfe ions from this latter Age : 
Wheſe Gratitude muſt yield Applauſes due, 
S1xce it this Spring of Vertue has from you, 
Vowr 


Your Poem, Friends, hath added to their ſtore, 
And they admire what they aeſpis'd before. 

From your Inſtruttions they have learn't to know 
The worth, as well as profits of the Bow 3 

And now not only like, but love each Line, 
Decking with Plaudits your unmatch's Defign. 
Apollo, whilf with Wit he you endows, | 
Will with his much lou'd Laurel crown your Brows, 
pf Ana Fame's loud Trump reſound in diſtant Skies 
| Tour happy Work, your Namits and Loyalties. 

| I to preſerve my Friendſbip then intire, 

« | Whilſt others pine with Envy, will admire” 

At what I read, and in your Treatiſe 'find 

A perfe@t Cipy of the Authors mind. 

Perſevere then, aud It your Phanſies climb 

To what's more great, more ſplendid and ſublime : 
Let your exalted Genius ſtill aſpire, 

| And give us freſh occafion to admire ; 

| Whilſt I the Criticks do preſume to tell, 

Some perhaps better write, but few ſo well. 


! 


* 
* 
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W, Hawtrey. 


In 
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In Laudem Authoris &» Operis. 


Rma & arundineam Phebei Numinis artem 
" Dum numeris decoras, nobilitaſque, tuis, 
1 wAells, Tpſe * Deus miratur opus, grataſque Poetz 

= Sacr2 fronde premit.tempora chara ſul ; 
Teque lyra celebrans clamat, pun&um omne tuliſti, | 
Et te jam ſuperi terrigenzque canent : | 
Dumque alios tant2 Arte doces attingere metam, 
Haud mirum eſt Calamo te tetigiſſe ſcopum. 


 R. Wright. | 


To 


= 
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To his good Friend Mr. T homas 
Durfey on his Poem of Ar- 


cherie. 


/ 


| He more | lookt upon thy Muſes pains, 

| The more | did admire ; 

The more | ſaw and read thy poliſh't trains, 
The more | did aefire : 

Nay, to that height my Phanſie did aſpire, 

That whey | had read o're thy blooming Wit, 


I. eMethought | could not read too oft what thou ſo well 


* (hadſt writ. 

| With care I ponder'd on thy brave deſign, 
And after did adore it : 
| Nor did 1 taſte the Fruits of ſuch a Vine 

In all my life before it. 
This Boon from Heaven | therefore will implore, 
That men,before they Archerie deſpiſe, 
May look upon that Noble Art with my impartial Eyes. 


The 


The Sacred Monarch and bieſ Martyr Charles 
Did Archerie approve, 

And then not only the Poor, but Loyds and Earls 
That manly Sport did love. 

Was Vertue only then rain'd from above ? 

Our Nation *s till the ſame,as fertile and as good, 


IWhy (bould inſulting Vice then brood or'e Engliſh blood? | 


But fo diſpute of this wal take up time, 
Which | now ill cap ſpare : 
Let it ſuffice your Senſe 4s well as Rhime 
Does the Authors worth declare, 
Whoſe Judgment i ſo ſplendid and ſo fair, 
That ſhouldſt thou give me half thy Wreath of Bayes, 
I only could deſerve the Gift by penning of thy Praiſe. 


i. 
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N Antient times, when learned Homer writ 

Ot Grecian Conqueſts, Valour, Weapons, Wit , 
he Age refin'd from Vice an Embleme ſhow*'d 
f a!l thoſe Virtues Heaven at firſt beſtow'd. 


B And 


s : 
£E, 
F 
} 
Fl 
i 
1 
bp : 
; ' 
F| 


RD _—_— 
I en ernn—_—_—_—_ —_— — —_ 


O— 


FE — - : l | & 


—_—_ 


at one - rnod O—Gr - BERSL - 


\ Brave and ſucceſsful, and was us'd and ſought 


—_ © - 
- — — 
qe 


Archerie Reviv'd, 02 


And though groſs ignorance did much deface 

The Souls of Men, whoſe want of Heavenly Grace 
Knew not that bliſs, which Happy We embrace 
Yet ſo much Moral Honeſty did Crown 

Their faultleſs Deeds, that it was plainly ſhown, 

( Although Divinity was then diſpgvis'd ) 

T hey might be ſtil'd both Pious, Juſt,and Wiſe: 
Then wasthe SubjeRQ of this Story thought 


By Spirits Noble, Glorious and Supream, 
That lov'd and cheriſh'd my enſuing Theam. 


No Tragick Hiſtory my Fancy moves 

To uſe my Pen ; nor no diſaſtrous Loves, 

Care-reaping Policies, or dire Miſchance, 

My Early budding Genius does advance 

So ſoon to write : Nor has my Muſe thought good 
Some Conqueſt to relate purchas'd with blood, 
Where mingling gore ſwel'd high th'adjoyning flood 
deſcribe their Troops and Orders, or to tell 

On heaps of breathleſs Foes how Princes fell. 

To that vaſt heigtht my Genius dares not climbe, 
Nor change plain Verſe for Loud Heroick Rhime. 


_— } 


: 
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Yo 


_ The Bow-MWan's Excellence; 


Yet as th'aſpiring Cedar, now grown high, 

Was once a ſinall and tender ſhrub, So [ 
Beginning Low, may riſe the more ſecure : 

Well ſtands the Fabrick whoſe Foundation's ſure, 


The warlike Bow wy Muſe deſigns to praiſe, 
Whoſe Feather'd Shaft, ſo fam'd in antient days 
{Before Hell's Sulphur made the trembling fruit 
Of Peaſants valiant) durſt Fame's cauſe diſpute, 

And own him moſt renown'd who beſt could Shoot, 


| We then were ipn'rant of that murdring Smoak 3 


Bright Honour flouriſh'd on a Manly Stroak ; 
And daring Valour with a threatning brow 
Durſt face the worſt of dangers Fate could ſhow, 


Well arm'd with Barbed Shafts and Parthian Bow. 


Fam'd Grecian Writers gloried ofcto tell 


d» 


By what brave Weapons their Fierce Heroes fell ; 
And in their lofty praifes would enhance 

Stern Ajax Faulchion, and Achilles Lance ; 
Enlarging Trophies with ingenious ſpeed, 

Equal to th' merit of the haughty deed. 


And Shall I th'Archer*s praiſe fail fo rehearſe, 
Becauſe I want their unmatch'd $kill in Verſe 2 


| 0's They 


: 
| 


"i Archerie Reviv'd, o2 


They but endeavour*d well, andſo doT, 
And to write well my utmoſt power Tle try, 
Although my Genius cannot ſoar ſo high, 


How Bows were firſt invented few have ſhown, 
| Nor need we care, ſince their tri'd worth is known: 
MI 2.0 The Wiſe and Fam'd * Egyprian Poet ſung, 

Through Nature the firſt uſe of Shooting ſprung ; 
Wi Men imitating Porpentines that grow 
| Arm'd with Sharp Pricks to ſhoot th/approaching foe: 
Mi Others aſcribe th'invention firſt to be 
17 + 429) Made perfeR by the + Delien Deity ; 
| | VVhoſe Arm with heav'nly influence indued 
x: Life-conqu*ring Shafts in Pythoy's blood embrewed: 

| V'Vhence that ſtill lov'd and charming Soul of Rome, 

| | Silver-tongu'd Ovid, took this Fancy from. 
| Ovid. The God with num'rous Shafts the Monſter ſlew, 

And through black wonnas the Clatted poyſon drew, 


| 


ll | | _ de And in our firſt Age Lyrs doth explain, 
'Twas with a Shaft that Lawech murder'd Cain, 
This antient and continued uſe doth raiſe 
| Unto the Shooting Art no lietle praiſe ; 
al It's Vertue being moſt extol'd by thoſe 
| That knew the worth and goodneſs of their Bowes: 
Whoſe | 


| 


"The Bow-Pan's Excellence. 5 


VVhoſe worth in war attended with ſucceſs, 
And glorious palms, hereafter I'le expreſs 
Declaring to the girded Parthian's Fame, 

No Land unconquer'd lay, where Archers came. 


Herod. 


Cyaxares the eMedian Emperour, age— 
Trinmphant Cyrus fam'd Progenitor, 

A ſort of hardy Scythians kept to ſhow 

And teach his Son the Vertues of the Bowe; 

Thinking (ſo well he did good Shooting prize) 

He could not learn a Nobler Exerciſe, 

That might (if Fate e're caſt him from the Throne) 

By valour rais'd obtain a ſecond Crown, 

* Nero, *tis ſaid, on th'Harp ſo cunning was, oi 
He all Rome's fam'd Muſicians did ſurpaſs, i 
And gave this Reaſon, That, if Deſtiny 

By War enforc'd him from his Realms to fly, 

He had that Art toget his Living by. 


If then ſuch Trifles can ſuch praiſe obtain, 
hat glorious CharaQers may Shooting gain ? 
hoſe uſe the death-defying Romans priz'd 
s moſt ſuccesful in their VifAories 3 


And thought their Eagle no ill Fate could know, 


uarded by him that drew the ſtrongeſt Bowe. 
: B 3 Domitian 


: 

: 

} 
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|| *rranq. * Tomitian Shooting lov'd to that extent, 


Suet- : 
And in the praQtice was ſo excellent, 


That 'tis recorded he from far could ſtand, 


And Shooting through the Fingers miſs the Hand ; 


Which Virtue by the Romans ſo deſir'd 
(Maugre his ſhameful Vices) was adwir'd. 
And Commodss, his Brother in all ill, 

Had in the Shooting Art ſuch matchleſs Skill, 
No obvious mark to him too far did ſhow, 
That Jay within the Level of his Bow. 

Nor was this Vertue only praGtic'd by 

Men famous for their vitious Tyranny : 

In Ages paſt 'twas call'd bright honour's Beam, 


The Prince's Paſtime, and the Schollar's Theaw : 


And thoſe, that moſt lov'd vertue, moſt deſir'd 
To learn that Vertue which the Age admir'd. 


'Twas then the Souldier's guard, the Coward's ſhame, 


The Monarch's Trumpet to divulge his fame, 
And ſwift-wing'd Herald of a glorious name. 
Such as had $kill its worth did ſoon diſcern, 
And ſuch as could not Shoot made haſte to learn, 
None were cſteem'd but who that Art did own, 
And he that Shot beſt ſtill had moſt Renown, 


Kings 


|» _. 


_—— 
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The Bow-Ban's Excellence, 


Kings for their ſtrongeſt guards did Archers claim, 
As moſt conducing to their growing Fame. 


| * Leo Rome's fam'd and valiant Emperour 

Did (in his Book entitl'd Slezphts of IWar) 
Preſcribe a Law 3 that Souldiers ſhould reſort 

In time of Peace, and daily nſe this Sport ; 

By which good uſe, his well arm'd Troops did ſhars 
{Choice Skill to do,as well as hearts to dare ; 
Omitting which decree, to th' Romans ſhame, 
Proves now chief cauſe of their declining fame. 


{| But more of this, when I the profits ſhow 

| Ariſing from the vertues of the Bow, 

Shall be declared : this only here is plac'd 

To ſhow by whom brave Archerie was grac'd ; 
VVhoſe worth not only by the vulgar ſort 
VVas made the glorious Miſtreſs of Reporr, 
But whoſe loud fame great Monarchs did cicate, 
Calling this V Veapon, Guardian of the State : 
So prizing it that in their ſtricteſt Laws, 

The Archer's Plea was voted with applauſe, 
This in our Native Clime has been allow'd, 


VV hen ſtubborn fa&ions to the Mandate bow'd ; 
B 4 VVitnels 
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Witneſs that Statute that declares it plain, 

The Third of the 11luſtrious * Henry's Raign : 
Where 'twas enaQted every Subje& ſhou'd 

Keep ready Bow and Shafts for th' publick Good. 
More proofs and large examples I could ſhow 

Of .Archers worth ; but now *tis fit you know 

Its vertue, and why th' Antients lov'd this more 


Than that, which more ſtupendious Titles bore, F 


And though from th' Rules of Hiſtory I move, 
Whoſe uſe is to declare athing, not prove | 
The Cauſe, or why 'tis ſo admired ; Yet I 

The place of ſome fam'd Nuntius will ſupply, 
And boldly thus divulge it, as a thing 

Fit for the Paſtime of the greateſt King : 


A Fertile Branch to graff his Glories on : 
An Exerciſe for Youth moſt fit and good | 


To warm the ſlackned Nerves, and ſtir the Blood 
of Sloth-infeted Bodies, whoſe diſeaſe 


£7 rn. 


Springs from the Ills of Luxury and Eaſe ; 


A Paſtime Manly, whoſe health-ſaving Art 
Adds ſtrength to th' Limbs, and courage to the Heart , 
Rowzes diſtemper'd bodies ſrom their Graves, 


And the death-wounded ſick men often ſaves 


By | 
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By their endeavours to this ative Sport. 


© | Nor careI though ſome forward Wits retore 


On my preſuming thus z Since 'tis afſur'd, 
Conſuwptive Archers have been off times curd 

By praGicing to Shoot 3 and Maladies 

Remedied by this wholſome Exerciſe, 

Then, *tis a Sport ſo Harmleſs, that therein 


| Lurks not the ſmalleſt ſcruple of a Sin, 


Unleſs abus'd by Vitious Libertin ; 

From whoſe Debauches Scripture is not free, 
Nor Pious Maximes of Morality. 

But if the Nature of the Sport may move 

The Undertaker's deeds obſcene to prove z 
'Tis th' Archers Glory, thatno Paſtime ſhares 
So much of God-like Innocence as Theirs. 


Methinks I ſee an Ordinary, where 
The Strutting Town-Hufts Revelling appear, 
Fill'd with Contagion, Noiſe, rank Indian Fume, 
And debauch'd Reliques, that one might preſume ; 
'Twere Pluto's Cave, or Hell's With-drawing Room : 
Imagine then a Dozen Fops, or more, 
(Newly broke looſe fram Surgeon, or from Whore) 


At 
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At Hazard ; and conſider, at what coſt 

Their deep mouth'd Oaths, at every Piece was loſt, 
Were ragingly ſurrendred, 'twould appear 

The Scene of Horrour, and the ſeat of Fear : 

Here ſits a Couple Venting new-coin'd Curſes ; 

Juſt oppoſite Two ſhaking Empty Purſes, 
Blaſpheming Heaven for their want of skill, 

And daring Hell, becauſe the Dice ran ill, 

Another that calumniqus breath defends, 

Telling him, Fate muſt ſometimes make amends, ; 
But ſoftly cries, theſe Fulhams were my Friends ; 
And ſmiling with new Grimmace brought from Frances 
Dammee, to Night I've had excelling Chance ; 

Then mingling noiſes like Diſorder's Court, 

They ſtraight begin afreſh the Helliſh Sport. 


But now exalt your long-fix'd Eyes again, 
And view the virdant ſurfaceof yon Plain, 
VVithin whoſe clear and ſmooth dimenſions lies 
A Plat, where Archers daily Exerciſe: 
See there a Troop of Youths with bended Bowes 
(Whoſe unmatch'd worth no braver Weapen knows) 
Contending for a Prize , and mark what Grace 
Sits incach line of every Shooters Face ; 


And 
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And with what manly force the Shaft is fent, 
Of their choice skill to ſhow a Preſident. 
Th inſnar'd Eye to th? heart ſ oft pleaſure draws, 
And guides the Tongue to publiſh their applauſe. 
Nb Hell-born Oaths, nor Stgiax Curſes there, 
Like Poyſonous foggs, infe@ the purer Air ; 
Nor are their Betts or Pledges known fo great, 
To ruine men by loſ> of an Eſtate. 
The noble Sport they prize far more than Wealth, 
And uſe itas protegour to their Health, 
Not for their Gains. Then weigh the difference, 
One's curſt effeas, and t'others innocence ; 
One's noble Paſtime, t'others idle Game ; 
One ever getting Honour, t'other Shame : 
And then you laud]y will confeſs the prize 
Belongs to th* Archers noble Exerciſe, 
As fam'd and wholſome, and moſt fitting for 
Thoſe Martial Spirits, whofe ſucceſs in War 
[s mighty as their Valours, fiich as court 
The grand perfe&ionof this Royal Sport, 
That own no worth beyond their Faith, nor kno 
No manly Weapon equal to the Bow; 
Yet glory in that knowledg, proud to be 
Known Sons of War, bred up in Honeſty, 

Vertue 
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2a Vertue, as * Plato Learnedly diſplays, 

| Is to the World declar'd two ſeveral ways ; 
Either by deeds of ſuchas Knowledg prize, 
Or th' love they bear ſome Vertuous Exerciſe. 
Vice riots fearleſs in a glorious dreſs, 

Lull'd with the preſent Joyes it does poſſeſs, 
Not minding the Before-gone ills of Fate, 

Nor caring what comes after, till roo late ; 
This Scene, to one that can ſubdue his will, 
Declares which Exerciſe is good, which ill 
Gameſters thirſt for, and preſent bliſs purſue, 
Though with the draught they ſwallow poyſon too 
Making the place by their diſorder'd Game 

The Houſe of Riot, and the Throne of Shame : 
Whilſt Archers by their pleaſant painful ſpore 
Make their abiding Vertue's happy Court z 
Where men way learn to do well, not diſpleaſe 
The Powers above by curſing a Diſeaſe 
Sprung from their Idleneſs, but to prevent 
A Fate which Heaven to Libertins has ſent; 


» 


Labour the Parent is of Shooting ſtill, 
Nor can he own that Art, whoſe want of will 
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Serves butto nouriſh his corrupted Blood ; 
Bur he whoſe Adive Spirit does deſpiſe 

ofc eaſe to follow manly Exerciſe, 

And learn an Art that does not only ſhow 

A choice delight, bur is defenſive roo 

To guard his Country from th* inſulting Foe. 


The firſt Inventor of fam*d Archerie 
(As * Plato mentions) was a Deity ; 
| JA Godof worthand boundleſs Excellence, 
Patron of Muſick, Medicines, Elloquence, 
Wit's Paragon, and Vertue's Quintifſence, 
But Dicing, though it may + Two Parents claim, 
Yet both were ſo alli'd to Viceand Shame, 
That Antient Poets bluſh'd to have their Crimes 

loud the unblemiſh*d Luſtre of their Rhimes 
By Mentioning thoſe vitiousſons of Scorn, 

ne being a Grecian, tother Lydian born ; 

hich Nation 11! ſo difſolute appears, 
Thar it the ſlander of all people bears 
For wild unthrifty Courſes, * Vanity, 
Debauches, and their ſcorn of Archery : 


Renders him dull, whoſe Nature (far from good) 
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Whoſe Vertue their rank Natures did diſpleaſe, 
| As beinga Foe to their Luxurious Eaſe. 
1}, xi Weread howthe too wild * Aſſyrian King, 


Pr 
th 
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Whoſe ſhameful vices did the Nation bring . 
To Ruine, from his tender youth was train'd 
To vice, which his immortal Honour ſtain'd, 
Sofc eaſe and idleneſs, the ſpurious brood 

Of Hell's black Monſter , the infe&ious food 
Of thoſe accurſt Libidiniſts, that know 

No power beyond what they to Nature owe, 
The Blooming Sons of Vertue Aion love , 
AGion, that from the Soul does Vice remove. 
Hell has no ſnares to catch their Innocence, 
Imploy'd in harmleſs ſports z Sin no pretence 
To draw them to extreams, nor blaſt their Wills 
With the conſuming quinteſſence of ills, 

And thoſe that think good Exerciſe a Crime, - 
Live not like men, but ſlumber out their time 
Making their blood with too much ſordid Eaſe 
The poyſonous Fountain of uucur'd Diſeaſe, 


How many Noble Spirits in this Land 
Of Matchleſs Shape, and worthy to command 
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An Hoſt of Heroes, think 'twould better prove 

Their Honours to enjoy a vitious Love, 

Debauch their Country, Kinſinen, and advance 

Their deeds'to th' height of all extravagance 

Than to be ſeen ith' Field like Archers truſs'd, 
Following a Paſtimenoble, wholſome, jul, 

An Exerciſe leſs [mpious than Divine, |. 
| VVhere Manly force and Innocence combine? , >— 


Tr might be granted, had our reaſon been 
Corrupt as th' Antients, - vicious and obſcene 
Had our unweeded knowledg known no odds 
In Piety, butas Immortal Gods 
Ador'd the Sun and Moon, purſuing Crimes, 
Like untaught Natives in remoter Climes 
Bow'd to the Earth thinking it did produce 
| From its own power all things for humane uſe : 
Or were we ign'rant of a Deity 
That gave us Souls, and rules mortality, 
Thinking our prayers to Idols better done 
Than to the Great All-ſeeing Three in One, 
| VVithin whoſe Heaven a boundleſs Ocean lies 


Of Joyes for Vertuous Men, and Plagues for Vice; 


VVe 
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VVe had ſome reaſon to prefer Lewd Gaines, 
(Though Harbingers to our Eternal ſhames) 
Before this Noble Paſtime ; nay to prove 

Our Vitious Sports were licenc'd from above, 
And thatno good had there preheminence, 
Becauſe we knew no greater God then Senſe ; 
But ſince Almighty Providence hath given 
Our Sauls a Reaſon next the Bleſs'd in Heaven, 
And unto Man Earth's Creature Vaſlals made, 
Why ſhould a Beſtial Luſt our Souls invade, 
Polluting by ſome damn'd impiety 

The Image of the Glorious Trinity ? - 

Why ſhould our Souls, that amongſt Stars ſhould ſhine, 
Swim to perdition througha Sea of VVine, 

A Sin that obtains nothing excellent 

But Oaths, infernal brawls and excrement ; 
Obſcures Men's heedleſs Errors, till too late, 
Leaving them little health, and leſs Eſtate ? 

And to come nearer to our purpoſe, Why 

Should this brave Exerciſe of Archerie 

(Admir'd by th' Antients, wholeſome for the Blood, 
A Manly Sport, and grounded on all good) 

Yield precedency to the Helliſh Vice 

Of thoſe two Twins of Horrour, Cards and Dice? 
And 
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And by a praQtice Diabolical 

| Deny our Souls were ever Rational. 

'Tis true, in ſhooting there is labour us'd; 

Bur 'tis a toy], if it be not abus'd, 

So pleaſant, that the ſofteſt Pleaſures are 
Laborious troubles, ſhould we once compare z 
A Sport that brings us Profir,, Honour, Wealth, 
Excelling Courage, heart-delighting Health, 


And if, as Ancient * Epicharmus writ, ; ® Zen: 
. de '@Q; 
(An owner of a matchleſs Knowledge, Wit) & tadhy 
SOCry 


Heaven ſells ics Bleſſings to Mortality, 
As a return for painful Husbandry : 
Heaven unto Archers will choice Vertue cl], 


 FThat ſhunning Vice eſchew the path to Hell, 


_ 


Yet do I not ſo little Reaſon know, 

To think the painful Paſtime of the Bow 

Fit for all Seaſons: Rain or nipping Froſt, 

ore than delight, procures the Archers Coſt, 
ſides, continual uſe of one Diſport 

ulls the nice Senſe, and cuts the pleaſure ſhore. 

encing or Bowling way, if not abus'd, 

or change be by the braveſt Archers uy'd : 


C Or 
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Or if their tired \ pirits would eſſay | 


Some gentler Exerciſe To ſee aPlay, 
And gaze on Nature in her beſt array , 
Beſt ſuics a noble Soul, whoſe worth's expreſt 
In wiſely weighiog a Satyrick Jeſt, | 
There are ſome Plays, on whoſe well poliſh'r Scenes | 
The quinteſſence of Art and Nature leans ; | 
Where Poeſie is fluently expreſt, | 
And learning triumphs in a glorious Veſt : 
Plays, that the horrid Rules of Vice controuls, 
Teaching the moral Vertues of the Soul, 
And, as learn'd Rendolphquotes, at firſt revives | 
Our nauſeous Crimes, then ſhows to mend our Lives | 
By feeling CharaQ&ers. To ſuch as theſe 1 
I would our Archers good Opinions raiſe : ( 
On whoſe ſweet Cates they may their ſenſes feed, |! 
Cordials which NeGar of the Gods execed. 
Love they a Tragick Scene? there may they ſee 
Indulgent Age and ſplendid Majeſty 

Stoop to an abje& Fate, Empires o'return'd, 
And Vertue by a Hell-bred Treaſon ſpurn'd 

To unſeen Atomes: whilſt pale trembiing Guile 
Broods like a Serpent o're the blood it ſpilt, 
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| If they in Comick Hiſtory delight, 


There may they have preſented to their ſight 


| Variety of Characters, whoſe Names 


Declare their Vices, and in Vices ſhames: 


| There may they by the true Preſentments ſhown 
| Of others hateful Vices purge their own 


| And ſinile at what they think, not what they ſee, 
The worthleſs Subje, not the Effigie. 
To all Judicious Souls a Scene well writ, 


| Garniſh't with reaſon, ſenſe, ear-charming wit, 
Infuſes ſecret pleaſures through the Veins, 
Which the baſe froth of idle Vice diſdains. 

'Tis Reaſon cioath'd in ſplendid Phraſe that flies 
Into the heart, and robs the faculties 

Of groſſer entertainment, ſhining there 

| Like glittering Phebe in our Hemiſphere, 


[Yet ſuit not Plays all tempers : Some there are 


That have choice ſtrength, but Jictle wit to ſpare; 


That moſt ingenious ſeems to men of Art. 
But here perhaps the curious Reader may 
etort, and cheriſh'tby Opinion, ſay, 


| 


i C 2 They 


That through their want of Learning damm that part, 


20 


Archerſe Reviv'd, o2 


They little have, but I perhaps have leſs, 
Which by this barren Poem he may gueſs. 
And though I grant that Fortune was my Foe, 
Andenvious, nor permitting me to know 

The pretious depth of that Caſtalian Spring, 
Whichon learn'd Themes makes our fam'd Poets ſing: | 
Yet I canplory, I from Nature own | 
A good, which Art has not all Students ſhown ; 
A budding Fancy, to invent and raiſe 


7 
i 
: 


Some good deſigns, though writ in barren phraſe. 
Bur to our Theme : Let him, I ſay, whoſe Fate | 
Has made his better part unfortunate , | | 
Not taſting that moſt bleſt and luſcious Fruit 

Of Heaven-infuſing Knowledge , Learn to ſhoot, 


And by that Noble Exerciſe prevent : 
A Life luxurious and incontinent, d 
For were a General Randezvous of Sports ' [1 
Muſter'd from Cities, Theatres, and Courts , = 
The fame of Archerie would ſoar above, I 
And from its Throne all meaner Paſtimes move ; IN 
As being moſt delightful, manly, good 'T 
To cheriſh Health and purifie the Blood: = ' 


Let Princes therefore ſhoot for Exerciſe ; 
Souldiers t'inlarge their Magnanimities 5 | 
Let 
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| Let Nobles ſhoot, "cauſe 'tisa Paſtime fir ; 

Let Scholars ſhoot to clarifie their Wir ; 

; Let Citizens ſhoot to purge corrupted Blood ; 

| Let Yeomen ſhoot, for th' King's and Nation's good: 
Let all the Nation Archers prove, and then 

; We without Lanthorns may find vertuous men. 


* | But leſt this praiſe ungrounded ſhould appear, 


| And periſh in a proof-expeQing Ear , 

| The Archers Conqueſt next I will rehearſe ; 

; Aid bright Tha/is, and inſpire my Verſe, 

The Ancient Jews *, as learned Joſeph writes, —_— 
Inall Domeſtick Warrs and Forreign Fights, 

Where their brave Chieftain Macchabews came 

To plead his Countrie's Cauſe, and purchaſe Fame, 
Their chiefeſt Strength lay in their Archers thought, 

| Nerre doubting any Conqueſt where they fought: 

! The flying Gentiles ſigh their ſilent woes, 

 |Chas'd by their dreadful Death-denouncing Bows , 
Inur'd to ſuffer Fates tranſcendent harms, 

Wanting wiſe Conduct and Succeſs in Arms. 

- [The Power of Heaven 1'th* Scripture 1s compar'd : 
| [To ſhooting, mention'd as a fierce Reward 
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For their Tranſgrefſions , and ſtil'd there * Bow ; 
With which, 'tis ſaid, his Might ſhall overthrow 
The Hoſts of wicked men, men hating Good , 
And dye his dreadful Shafts i'th' Gentiles Blood. 
This a redoubted Argument is known, 

Why all the Noble uſe o'th' Bow ſhould own, 
Since Reaſon quotes that thing of great regard, 
To whom the Power of Heaven is compar'd. 
And one proof more, which from Diviner Phraſe, 
Than now I write, my Genius firſt did raiſe ; 
When Saul was lain Che that had firſt command 
O're IſraePs Hoſts as King) by the baſe hand 

Of a perfidious Slave, with his brave Son, 

A man ſo truly valiant, that he won 

Even his Foes hearts, One that ſuch proofs could ſhow 
Of skill and unmatch't knowledge in the Bow, 

That ſeveral worthy Authors do explain 

He ne're was known to ſhoot a Shaft in vain: 

When he, I ſay, the peerleſs Fonathen, 

O'repower'd by Foes, Death's rugged race had ran, 
And Judsh's + beſt of Monarchs ſtreight was known 
To be choſe next Succeſſor to the Crown ; 

The firſt Edi& that iſſued from his hand, 

Was anentire and abſolute Command = 
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[That all the Iſraclites ſhould learn to ſhoot : 

From whence proceeded that delightful fruit 

1Of Peace and Plenty, Wealth and Bleſſings joynd 

| ITo grace that Realm where Arts and Arms combin'd. 
And thus we ſee that ſhooting was an uſe 

Renown'd, and mucheſteew'd by th' valiant Jews. 


The great * Cambyſes having batter'd down * He- 
The Egyptian Power,and rais'd his glitt'ring Throne Thalia 
Upon their humble Necks, ſent certain Spies 

To Ethiopia's Monarch in diſguiſe, 

To pry into his ſtrength ; But he, roo wife 


To be bepuil'd, and finding th'flatrerers 
Slayes, though in ſhape they were Embaſſadours, 
owlIBefore them order'd tobe brought his Bow, 
hoſe hardned Steel, forc't by his Arm to ſhow 
choice Obedience, pluck'c by yieldiog String, 
he Shaft obeys his power : Which done, the King 
urns to the Perſians, who with wonder look 
| [Upon the mighty Weapon, and thus ſpoke 
n {Give to great Perfia's Monarch this from me, 
nd bid him, when his Magnanimitie 
nto his nervous Arm ſuch ſtrength can yield 
To make the Shaft's head kiſs the bending Steel, 
"a C4 Then 
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Then {et his Pride o're my Dominions ſoar, 

And yoke my Sun-burnt Natives, not before, 

The Bow was after to Cambyſes brought, 

And throvgh his numerous Hoſt a man was ſought 
To bend it, but yet none ſuch Strength could bring, 
Till Smerds, valiant Brother to the King, 

By his great power two Inches ſtirr'd the String : 
Which A& Gambyſes's Envy did create, 
Whoſe impious Rage ſon uſher'd Smerdis's Fate. | 


The proud * Egyptien Monarch (he that rode _ 
Through wealthy Memphis, honour'd likeaGod, |} 
His Chariot drawn by Kings, whoſe overthrows 
Sprung from the terrours of his fatal Bows) 

So ſcourg'd the Eaſtern World, ſpreading his Fame, | 
And winning Realms where e're his Archers came 3 
That by his Foes he was accounted there 
Patron of Nature, Dignity and Warr: 

He Savage barb'rous Nations brought to thrall, 
The Aſſyrians, Thracians, wild Arabians;all, 
That his well-guarded Archers durſt repel], 
And light his Power, in heaps before him fell. 

So numerous were his Conqueſts, that he made 
Statues of Braſs, whoſe Effigy's diſplaid 


His 
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| His Perſon arm'd with mighty Bow and Shaft; 
| Which * Weapon made him Conquerour ſo ofc, 
| That 'twas his Glory, th' World ſhould underſtand 
By what great Power he ſoenrich't his Land. 
) 
- Like him brave + Policrates, Samos Prince, 
O”re the Gyeek Ocean bore prehieminence, 
| And his ſtrong Foes vaſt power long withſtood, 
Dying his Feather'd Shafts in Perſ6an blood 3 
| Whoſe fatal numbers by their overthrows, 
Declar'd the mighty power o'th' Archers Bows. 
; Conqueſt and Honour flouriſh't in that Age, 
Treaſons ſlight Plots not daring to engage 
A glorious Nation echoing Warrs Alarms, | 
e, | Where Valour gloried intriumphant Arms: 
A Sword and Spear were but additions then, 
And only ſerv'd to grace the Valiant men, 
Or tobe us'd at th' Barriers : *Tis the Bow, 
To whoſe unimitable worth they owe 
Their numerous Conqueſts, fought and bravely won, 
When Shafts, like Storins, obſcur'd the ſplendid Sun. 
| The treacherous Cannon with its murd ring breath 
Was then unknown, and ſhooting uſher'd Death 
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With a more noble ſpeed, where he that kills, 
Stands bravely facing him whoſe blood he ſpills, 

4 # ARing it boldly. This great Cyrw knew, 

þ- i #ilerod, Whoſe flying Troops the * Maſſagerans flew 

| * With Bows and barbed Shafts, whoſe ptercing Heads 
Death, crown'd with Horrour o're his Army ſpreads. 


The valiant Scythiens did ſuch knowledge ſhare 
In Archerie and wiſe conduc in Warr, 
That divers Monarchs hoping to atack 
Their too well guarded Realms, were beaten back : 
Amongſt the reſt, when great Dariws there 
With a vaſt Power had watch't above a year 
Some intervenes of Chance, that would expreſs 
Some joyful Omens of a good ſucceſs ; 
At laſt, being wearied with ſo long a ſtay, 
And ready with his Power to march away, 
There from the Scythiens a man was ſent, 
3 | That to Dariw« did four Gifts preſent , 
ft i A + Bird, a Frogg, a Mouſe, and next to theſe, 
vu A Quiver full of Arrows, He, toeaſe 
His labouring thoughts, endeavours thus to ſifr 


The dubious meaning of ſo ſtrange a Gife, . 


And: 
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And to his own advantage wreſts the ſenſe ; 
| Saying, The Scythians yield preheminence 
To my known Power, and by their Gifts declare 
They render up their Strength, Earth, Sea, and Air. 
's [This Vote undoubted paſt ;z till Gobrias, 
s. | A Man, whoſe natural Prudence did ſurpaſs 
A vulgar Genius, ſpoke, and nobly bold 
In's Country's Cauſe thus his Opinion told ; 
Unlefi, O Perſians, ye like Birds conld fly 
With wings, and dauntleſs hover inthe sky 3 
Unleſs like Mice ye could in Caverns live ; 
| Or Frogg-like, in unſounded Waters dive, 
Whoſe waſtie depth no ſlimy bottoms knows, 
lou never ſhall eſcape the Scythian Bows. 
This ſo ſerene and prudent did appear, 
And ſank ſo deeply in Dariws's ear, 
That raiſing th' Seige, he ſtreight march*c home again, 
Aſham'd of an attempt ſo much in vain. 


The bold * JArbenians did ſuch truſt impoſe * Sui. 
: ac. 
In the known power of their Archers Bows, | 
That glorying in theirbleſt Securities, 
They from their Walls would dare their Enemies, 


nd: 
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Whoſe ponderous Arms, the Legacies of Death, 

With an unthought of ſlowneſs did bequeath 

A ſort of men, bold, valiant, noble, ſtrong, 

Unapt to ſuffer, or receive a wrong ; 

So praQis'd in brave ſhooting, that 'tis ſaid, 

Some there could draw a Shaft yard long to th' head ; 
Bloody and rough in Warr, but ſoon appeas'd, 

Few bearing Envy, and as few diſeas'd; 

A Nation famous both for Arts and Arms, 

Whoſe noble hearts the beams of Honour warms. 


f Diod- Witneſs + Demoſthenes, whoſe noble Soul 
Scorning the haughty Lacedemoy's ſcrow], 

Sent him in bold Defiance, hating too 

In Honour any one ſhovld him out-do : 

Firſt, with an Elegant Oration made, 

The glory of his Enterprize diſplaid 

To his brave Archers, then advancing on 

To a hot Charge, before the ſetting Sun 

Had from the clear Horizon ſnatch his Light , 

His Foes wain Force had met Eternal Night ; 

The reſt a certain danger ſcap't by flight, 

And towards Pylos, Neſtor's ancient Seat, 

To ſhun th'inrag'd Athenians, took retreat. 


Learn'd!T| 
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Learn'd * Thucidides writes, the Shafts that day bf gy 
Tnco the Air ſuch darkneſs did convey, 
hey wanted light to view their good Succeſs, 
hooting the Shafcs (not aiming) but by gueſs, 
. Like ſhowres of Winter's Hail, amongſt the preſs 
o ſtrong, and ſocontinu'd, that their Force 
catter'd whole Troops o'th* Foe's il|-govern'd Horſe, 
ho oft by Shafts oppreſt with deadly wound, 
Orrethrew their trembling Riders to the ground , 
Whoſe fate toan abas'd diſaſter bowd, 
rampled to Death by the unruly croud : 
that of twenty thouſand fighting men, 
o tell their 11] Succeſs went home ſcarce ten. 


pf 


| He that had ſeen the Glories of that Warr, 


he Archers valour,and their Chieftains care, ki 
he fatal Skirmiſh, when rough danger ſteel'd 
heir hearts, and Death's pale Vidims in the ficld 


ye bathing in warm Gore, whoſe deſtinies 
t from the Shafts of their fierce Enemies 
em'd far more dreadfu},than Death's Sickle cre 
as apent in, more horrid, more ſevere, 
ould hide his wond'ring face, amaz'd to ſte 
*dThe fatal Trophies of brave Archerie, ; 
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He that had beenEye-witneſs to that field, 
Where daring Valour dying ſcorn'd to yield ; ; 
Where reeking Blood and Clouds of Arrows made |; 
The Sun-enlightned $ky appear a ſhades l 
Where liveleſs Trunks o'reſpread the bluſhing Earth, | 

p 
1 
Y 
T 


Horrour gain'd triumph, and Deſtru&ion birth 
Would think Confuſion's priſtine Chaos come, 
As dreadful Uſher to the day of Doom. 
Nor can I th' Bows brave A&s too highly ſhow; 
My groveling Genius rather creeps too low 
In the applauſe of what does ſo excel, 
This drowzy Age ne*re knew its parallel. 
* alex. What won the Worlds * great Conquerour ſuch fame 
5% Butvaliant Archers ? What advanc't his Name 
Above the reach of Envy, Calumny, 
Ear-charming Flattery, Malice, Treachery , 
But war-like Minds and matchleſs Archeric? 


© aria Search + Arianw's Works, and ſee the cauſe 

=D 3. Of his eterniz'd Conqueſts ; read th'applauſe 
Paid his induſtrious Bow-men, whoſe brave Arms, 
Equall'd with Valour, had ſuch potent Charms, 
That Aſia's barb*rous Ignorants, that knew 


No greater Power than what i'th' Skies they viey', | 
Wit 
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With trembling heart, bow'd knee,and Arms diſplaid, 

To the vidorious Archers off*rings made. 

And though upon this Theme no dulcid Pen, 

Though guided by the wiſeſt amongſt men, 

h, |Can write ſufficient praiſe, a Theme that is 
much above unlearned Emphaſis, 

hat to the World its true applauſe to bring 

equires a Quill pluck't from an Angel's wing 3 

A Genws fill'd with heavenly influence, 

To praiſe an Art ſurpaſſing Excellence 3 

Yet this advertiſement of Plintius may 

Th'undoubted worth of Archerie diſplay. 


mel 


+ He that the honour of the valiant Greeks, # Plie; | 
r the try'd fate of potent Kingdoms ſeeks , "_ 
heir dangerous Adventures, Quarrels, Fights, 
re-reaping Stratagems, well-grounded fleights, 
nd laſt, their famous Vi&ories would know, 

ill find the Ancient, noble, uſeful Bow, 
Fo be fam'd Honour's guide, Kings nobleſt aid, 
e braveſt Weapon Mankind e're eſlai'd. 


| Sespio, the Numantines in Spain had long Seipio, 
» bought to o'recome in Warr, but they too ſtrong — 


ith If 


| 
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In their undaunted aids, his Force repell'd, 

Whoſe freſh Supplies ſtill farc'c them from the field ; | 
But when at laſt a Band of Archers ſj pread 

Their piercing Shafts, the frighted Spaniard fled, 
Too well foreſeeing the deſtrugive woes 
Attending Death from mighty Rowan Bows. 


ſ 


Tiberiws + fighting with the Germany Twins; 
A brace of wild and impious Libertines, b 
Though mighty in their power, won ſuch fame 
By his brave Archers Bows, that where they came, 
The cloſeſt Ranks were broke , and th' Foe too late 
Fear'd an inviſible, though certain fate. 

The Rowans then were worthy of Applauſe , 

' Train'dup in VVarr, andskill'd in Honours Laws; 
So Martial and ſo Generous, they thought 
Honour atchiev'd by Death too flightly bought ; 
A Nation fam'd for warlike Policies, 

Admired Triumphs, dangerous Vidories, 
So loving Archerie's fam'd Excellence, 
They thought the warlike Bow their chief defence; 

* Leo6- And mighty * Leo's Treatiſe oft ſurvey'd, 

__ VVhoſe wiſe Direions were by all obey'd, 
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Till chat Hell-ſearching [mp of Pluto's brood 
3 Envented Guns to wrack the general good. 

But inore of this hereafter, when the ſtate - 

Df Exglend's priſtine Conqueſts I relate, 

Shall be enlarg'd ; and ſince my wearied Muſe 

s tir'd with ſhewing the true noble uſe 

df Bows in Forraign Climes, I'le now eſſay 

e Fame of Engliſh Bow-men to diſplay, 
ince none were ever more renown'd then they. 


How firſt to Exg/and Archerie was brought 
liſtoriographers long in vain have ſought 

[o underſtand, and thoſe that neareſt gueſs, 

arr from the truth perhaps their minds exprefs. 
ſhe plaineſt proofs Sir Thomas Elliot writ, 

man of boundleſs Knowledge, Learning, Wir, 


ho in his Treatiſe writes * inth'ancient time, _— 
hen Tgnorance was England's greateſt Crime z m——_ 


hen Yortigers the Saxon Monarch firſt 

Brittifþ Blood allai'd his brutiſh thirſt, 

3 Fothing ſo much did terrifie his Foes 

$sthe dread terrours of his Archers Bows * 

y which I gather Vortigern was he 

hat into Eyglaynd firlt brought Archerie, 

ro OE D An 


Archerſe Reviv'd, oz 


An Art moſt dreadful to the French, whoſe power 
Would ne're admit of a Commpetitour, 

Till the braveuſe of Bows and feather'd Shafts 
Scatter'd their Forces, and out-did their Crafts : 
Which is confirmed by th* immortal fame : 
Of * Hepry, the third Monarch of that Name, | 
Who, with his valiant Archers , overcame 

The Chivalry of France : Their Monarch too , 
Proud Philip, who before had ſcorn'd todo 

Great Henry's juſt Decrees, in Priſon try*d 

Too ſoon the rough reward for too much Pride: 

A glorious Fight 3 the potent power of France, 
Proud of cheir Strength, and certain of their Chance, 
As being thrice their number, charg'd the Foe, 

But met at laſt a fatal overthrow. 


Like him, John King of France hoping t'attack 
The Engliſh men, Prince Edwerd ſtil'd the Black 
Near to the walls of Porters met his Force, 
Beinga mighty Power of Foot and Horſe, 

But he that never knew the wretched ftate 
Of thoſe that fear, reſolv'd to try his fate ; 
And aided by his Archers, who inlarg'd 
Their Courages by his, their Batcels charg'd, 
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And e're the Sun had journied haif bis way, 
Routed the Power of Fraxce , and won the Day. 


Nor can I overpaſs the fain'd reporc 

Sprung from that glorious Fight at Agincourt, Speed. 
Where that brave Hero, Henry the Fifch, vo 
A Prince dropt down from Heaven as a G:fc 

To cheriſh Piety, atchiev'd ſuch Fame, 

That Ages yet to come will ſpeak his Name 

(With reverence and admiration crown'd) 

With joy to read a Story ſo renown'd, 

As the rehearſal of his glorious Deeds, 

e,|And his fam'd Archers As : Bur farther needs 

My Pen not rove, ſince they that e're have read 

The living Works of g8peed, Stow, Helling ſhead, 

And other Modern Authors, tkere may ſee 

The noble Gonqueſts ſprung from Archerie 

In a compendious method, which relates 

ofe Themes at large my Pen abbreviates. 

Salſo in the contumelious Jarr 


etween the Houſes York and Lancaſter, 
here thouſands periſh't by a Civil Warr, 
reat uſe was made of Bows and Shafts to quell 


nſulting Vice in Natives that rebell. 
A D 2 Nor 


+; 


| 4 Speed. 


—— 
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Cion, 


Ciron, 
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Nor 1s that true, though vulgar, Story leſs 


ll | * Speed. To be eſteem'd, the Fight at * Chevy-Chaſe 


. UJ 
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Has mongſt try'd Judgments admiration gain'd, 
However by a Fiſth-rate Genius ſtain'd 

In dull Lampoon : He that had ſeen that Day 
Stout Dowglas and the Northern Earl diſplay 
Their more than mortal Valours, wotfld appear 


More ſcar'd with looking, than with fight they 1 were : 


He that o'th* Battel had SpeQator been, 

And the bold Scots by Engliſh Archers ſeen 

Sent breathleſs to Death's Icy bed of Reſt, 
Each with a Shaft ſtuck faſt in bleeding breaſt, 
Would ſoon forget to praiſe a Sword and Spear, 
And call the Bow Death's fatal Harbinger: 
Whoſe worth moſt excellent and powerful too, 
May well a juſt precedency purſue, 

Since nothing is more brave, nor nothing more 
In Warr ſucceſsful, or of greater power. 


This found the + Scots, of whoſe two thouſand men - 


Went home to tell the News ſcarce five times ten : 
The reſt by Shafts from Bows of bending Yew, 

In ſtreams of Crimſon Gore paid Nature's due : 
The Peaſant with the Peer Death's lodging ſhar'd, 
To quell whoſe power they were alike prepar'd, 


_ An 
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And their weak-founded Strength did vainly ſhaw, 
When Fate ſate frowning on each Archer's Bow, 


Many Examples more might be expreſt 
To prove the worth and powerful intereſt 
Of this brave Art of ſhooting; but to them 
That throughly ſearch a, Fa& e're they condemn 
Men knowing and judicious, theſe ſew Rules 
May ſ#tisfie, though loſt in th' Ears of Foals : - 
The wiſe way eaſily diſcern the good 
Ariſing from a Vertue urflerſtood 
And taught in Perfian Colledges, where thoſe 
That beſt could ſhoot and drew the ſtrongeſt Bows 
Were moſt eſteem'd, and beſt deſerv'd to prove 
The dulcid Bleſſing of the Prince's Love; 


When ſuch, whoſe minds that rank Corruption bred, 
Whoſe poyſon got by too much Eaſe do's ſpread 
Too faſt o're pawper*d Bodies, rot, and die 


| The nauſeous Heirs to Vice and Calumny. 


*T was Plato's Counſel that th* Athexians ſhou'd 
Kire Stipendaries with choice skilliadu'd, 
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To teach the Youth to ſhoot, they knowing well, 
No Weapon with the Bow could Parallel. 

Nor was his Vote the nobleſt Themeof Fame's: 
: England's bleſt Monarch, prudent, learned * James, 

Amidſt his Noble Peers i'th* Parliament 

Voted an A& a glorious Preſident 

For this dull Age to Copy, every Scot 

Should learn to ſhoot : bleſt noble Patriot 
How I adorethy memory ! yet they 

That knew no worſer Hell than to obey, 

Negle&ing his Decrees, their Foes defi'd, 

And lighting Archers oft by Archers di'd, 


The valiant Exgliſb then were moſt renown'd: 
Where was that City, or that Plat of Ground, 
Where Brit«ins honour grew not ? where that Clime, 
Where her brave Archers Acts ſhone not ſublime, 
And loudly publiſh't by the Trump of Fame ? 
Or where that Nation, that, when Bow-men came 
Grac't by the Engliſb Croſs, fear'd not too late 
The dreadful Omens of enſting Fate ? 
'Twas then a Nation full of pleaſing Charms, 
Eng1end, fam'd Miſtreſs both of Arts and Arms , 


Was 
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Was Exrope*s Treaſure ſtil'd,the Heavenly Sear, 

Where Honour and Immac'late Vertue met. 

No Exerciſe like ſhooting was then priz'd , 

The prudent Father would his Son adviſe 

To uſe the Bow, affur'd no Weapon ſhou'd 

Prove half ſo uſeful for the Publick Good 

As that, being light, and eafie to reverſe, 

In Action brave, in Execution fierce : 

Whoſe Force had, like the uncontrolled will 

Of Heaven, the power who e're it ſtruck to kill, 

Or as the dreadful Thunder from above, 

Thrown by the Death-commanding hand of Jove, 

ills where it touches, whoſe dread forcedivides 

Pky-kiſſing Cedars, rends the Marble ſides 

- Of ſome great Rock,whoſe ſtrength has long withſtood 
eraging Winds and Deluge-threatning Flood , 

e're ceaſing till it ſhroud its dreadful head 

en Fathows deep in Natures Earthy bed : 

flies a Shaft as ſwiftly to bequeath 

he fatal Legacy of conqu'ring Death 

o the two bold Oppoſer, whofe proud Power 

inks with his liveleſs Trunk, and is no more, 

he uſe of Guns ('tis granted) has of Jate 


een thought and prov'd chief Miniſter of Fate, 
D 4 The 


Archerie Reviv'd, o2 


The murd'ring Cannon with its thundring breath 
In many dreadful fights has ufher*d Death 
With ſpecd and violence ; and Muſquets have 
.Pregnant with ſhot ſent thouſands to the Grave; | 
» Within whoſe noble hearts fear never bred, | 
Yet fell as ViQtims to the fatal Lead : 
And though it be ſucceſsful and ſecure, 
Dreadful in Warr, and able to endure 
The ſtrongeſt charge ; yet if compar'd to th'Bow, 
Its bigh exalted Fame will nothing ſhow. 
Not but Death flies as certain from that Fire, 
As from the Bow and Shaft we ſo admire : 
Bur 'tis impoſſible it e're ſhould own 
By its weak ſingle power a Fam'd renown, 
So nobly ſplendid as our Archerie 
Could gain commixt with Magnanimity. | 
But if with ſhooting us'd, 'twould nobly ſhow | 
A power, which never any could out-do | 
By fight or ſingle Force; a dear-bought prize 
Which the ſucceeding Age would canonize. | 
Draw out a Band of Archers to the Field, | 
Brave Spirits train'd in Warr, with courage ſteel'd, | | 
© influence was bred, and nouriſh't grows | 


-.*+ boſoms, whoſe well temper'd Bows 
"i Diſmiſi 


viſt 
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Diſiniſs. the Steel-tipt Meſſengers, whilſt Fame 

By Shouts applauds the Shooters skilful aim ; 

And ſee with wonder that undaunted force, 

Which the dread rage of Death could ne're divorce: 
See thoſe that ar paleTerrours face ſcorn e're to ſhrink, 
That ſtill encourag'd boldly ſtand on dangers brink 
With daring Breaſts, fix't Eyes, and Arms diſplaid, 
Drawing out Shafcs three quarters long to th' head: 
Mark with a. curious Eye the wretchedneſs 

And fears a Coward's caution doth expreſs ; 

And next the Archers noble Actions Eye, 

Each Face this Motto bearing, We defie : 

And then declare the moſt unequal wrorg 

Done to the Bow, its Praiſe deferr'd ſo long, 

The Archers power above all in Warr 

Is never to be queſtion'd, fince they are 

A ſort of skilful Undertakers, young,” 

wedded to Arws and Honour, Valiant, Strong : 

The Art of ſhooting was their Infant ſport, 

By which in Troops they daily did reſort ; 

By which they gain'd helth, ſtrength, fame, courage, ski!1, 
Hearts to lave vertuous deeds, and baniſh il). 

No Impotents diſcas'd can ever know 

The worth and matchleſs vertues of the Bow, 
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Archers muſt ſtrong and healthful prove, and Juſt, -, 
Not weakned with bad Wine, ſoft Eaſe and Luſt, 
But alwaies fit toentertaina Foe, 
And by brave Deeds the worth of ſhootiog ſhow. 


Had that too ſtudious * Chymiſt that firſt brought 
Into the World his fatal Guns, but ſought 
The uſe of Bows to grace what he deſigr'd 
Should be a matchleſs Weapon for Mankind ; 
It might begranted that united Power 
Treaſon, nor Ruſt of Time, could ne're devoure. 
Put ſince it is abus'd and common grown, 
The glorions Palm to Archers muſt be thrown, 
Whoſe noble hearts a}l pannick fears diſown. 


Yet moſt not wy affe&ion to the Bow, 
Like a great Torrent, Reaſon overflow : 
There doubtleſs are ſome men that fight with Guns 
Of an approved valour, th' noble Sons 
Of Heaven born Honour, that dare ſtake their Blood 
And deareſt Vitals for their Countrie's good, 
And in that Cauſe think it a bliſs to bleed, 
Elſe *ewere a miſerable Age indeed. 


ut 
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But with a general Eye ſurvey a Troop, , 


- [Each ſmiling face with th* many there that droop, 
| [And*mongſt five hundred fifty ſcarce ſhall bear 


A Martial Spirit bold and fit for Warr, 
But ina Band of Noble Archers all 
The matchleſs Sons of Valour I dare call, 
And prove it true , fince ſtill inur'd to ſhoot 3 
Which Manly Paſtime the weak trembling fruit 
mg Cowards ne're durſt follow, but poſſeſt 
By ſturdy Bow-men, whoſe fam'd ſtreng;h encreaſt 
By daily Exerciſe; nay 't has been found 
By ſuch whoſe Intelle&s have been unſound, 
Uſing the healthful Arc, Diſtempers fled, 
nd Strength and Courage through the Body ſpread, 
flowing lively warmth poſſeſt each Vein, 
nd ſprightly Health baniſh*e Diſeaſe and Pain, 
wholſome Paſtime which all Sports exceeds, 
nd he that ſhooting loves no Phyſick needs ; 
noble Archer his own Door is, 
nd ſoars above the reach of rank Diſeaſe. 
ues or lazy Feavers are for thoſe 
hat cheriſh the repute of Guns, not Bows, 
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England was once the Seat of Archerie, 

Parent of Honour, Magnanimity, 

And o'reall Nations bore Supremacy 

For Arts and Arms; her daring Archers then 

Durſt charge a numerous Hoſt of Warlike mep, 
Without reſpe& to numbers, death, or fate, 
Cheriſh't with hopes of-being fortunate 

By their precedent Conqueſts, which did grow 

As if they were entail'd to grace the Bow, 

That Weapon being eaſie to be born, 

Of exc'lent Nature, and by Valour worn. 

Beſides the ſpeed with which brave Archers make, 
Their fame is ſuch, that I dare undertake 

To ſhoot ten Shafts well aim'd and carried on 

In Battel, e're you twice can charge a Gun. 

What then can be inſerted to proclaim 

That Weapon's worth before the Bow 2 what Fame 
Can be allow'd to that, which Archers have 

Nor by their Valours won? Tf to be brave, | 
Valiant and fori'nate, be a bleſſing prov'd 

By thoſe that Warr and Ads of Honour lov'd ; 
TheBow may wake as great and powerful claim, 
As any Weapon incident to Fame, 


Why] 
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[Why then ſhould that, which only has of late 

| Been us'd in Exgland's Battels, now create 

Oblivion in the beſt of Weapons uſe, 

That in our priſtine Apes did produce 

Such glorious Spoils ? Or why ſhould Guns, that owe 
No worth bu: what's adherent to the Bow, 


Be more eſteem'd ? It only do's expreſs : 


This Ape's Vices more, it's Ver(ue leſs, 
Than what by th' honour'd Ancients was poſſeſt, 


Celeſtial Heaven's uumatch't Epitome, R—_ 
So lov'd this Art of ſhooting, that even he 

The charms of other Sports would oft reſiſt. 

To be a Partner in che Archers Liſt. | 

Afttd can we ſoar at greater Excellence, 

©} Then prizing Arts lov'd by ſo wiſea Prince, 

Whoſe greateſt Crime was too much Clemency? 


Great * Charles of bleſt eterniz'd memory, $ vid. 


Can Emrglaxd ere forget her Archery, 

And give tan upſtart power precedency? 

No, like the Phenix from 01d aſhes \ prung , 

Wee'l give the Bow new life , once more make young 
This Art, and once more be renown'd and ſtrong. 


hy 
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"But by our Deeds, which muſt be fortunate, 
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Wee'l once more tear Hell's dreadful Banner down, 
And bravely armv'd the Front of Vertue crown, 
Our conqueſt win by Valour, not relate | 
Our good or ill Succeſs the Gifcs of Fate, 


Gain'd and atchiev'd, fince trembling Deſtiny 
In Archers meets too ſtrong an Enemy. 


Therefore if Exglaud would vidorious prove, 
The Spawnof Vice and Cowardiſe remove : 
Tf, as it heretofore has been the Seat 
Of Fame, it would thoſe Glories paſt repeat, 
And like a Taper late extin& Connive 
Act Vices paſt, and from a Spark revive 
A precious Fire that out-ſhines the Sun, 
And proves a Phebwin Fame's Horizon, 
To light the wandring Hero to a place 
Where th'Souls of Archers Heaven's brightPalace grace} 
If, as ſome Jewel of unvalued worth, 
We once more would give glorious Luſtre birth, 
And Dignify with its paſt proper ſtile 
The World's Exchequer, this moſt happy Iſle: 
Let us call back loſt Archerie agen, 
And with it's matchleſs worth poſſeſs our men:' 

LeC 
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Let Gunners with our Archers now joyn hands, 

And both in Power combining ſhare Commands; 

'A And then the Land invincible will be 

From all Attempts or Forreign policy. 

Raſh Kindertakers may return with loſs, x 

And curſe that Fortune that complies with us z 
Whilſt we triumphant o're the World may ſpread, 
Well arm'd with fatal Bows and hiſſing Lead, 

Our vaſt united powers the World will awe, 

And to our aid freſh numbers daily draw. 

The ambitious French, and ſtubborn Terk will fear 
Afreſh that fatal power that did appear 

In our laſt Age ſo dreadful, who o'recome 

With pannick doubts,ſcarce think they*r ſafe at home: 
Regions remote our Forces will admire, 

And with large Sums our Archers ſtrive to hire. 
Honour will triumph, Valour walk in ate, 

1 And Wealth with Piety participate, 

Soft-finger'd Peace and bounteous Plenty here 

VVil bleſs and ſmile upon us all the year ; 

Nor can we ever fear our Forreign Focs 

Our Frontiers guarded well with Guns and Bows, 
VVYhoſe ſtrong contracted Power would dare Alarms, 
And Conqueſt win, though Hell roſe up in Arms. 

ef The 
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The * Bow and Pike hath alſo been approv'd 
By ſach as Arms and Ads of Honour Jov'd, 
Andoften has been found moſt excellent 

Either toaCt a purpoſe, or prevent. 

From farr uſe Bows, but Pikes, whennear at hand, 
The beguil'd Horſmens thoughts may countermand ; 
And many that long idle ſtood may be 
Imploy'd, and prove main helps to Vidory. 
Bow fix't toth* Pike will executiondo 

As well as ſingle, and as bravely too ; 

The Shafc being no way hindred, nor its power 
Oppos'd, but rather is augmented more. 

My Genius 1s to barren too expreſs 

A benefit , which prudent Heads might gueſs 
Better than I relate : and though the Fame 
Attending Archerie deſerves a Name 

Greater than VVit can attribute to grace 

An Art that doth all other Arts ſurpaſs ; 

Yet this, to call it the i]luſtrious prize 

Of an eterniz'd Honour, ſhall ſuffice ; 

And writ in laſting leaves of Braſs, remain 

Till this vaſt Globe to Chaos turns again. 


The 
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The Golden Age ſhall once more be renew'd, 
And the accurſed Brood of Vice ſubdu'd, 
Whilſt Vertue triumphs as the chiefeſt good. 

Treaſon her blunted Weapon ſhall lay by, 

And bright Aſftres once more Jeave the Sky 

To take her dwelling *mongſt the Sons of Men. 

Our bed-rid Power ſhall grow ſtrong agen, 

And arm'd with fierce and double Power, deſpiſe 

The Plots of our ambitious Enemies. 

In vain remote PoſTeſſors (hall defign 

To ſack the ſweetneſs of our Engliſh Vine, 

Whilſt our Heſperis's precious golden Fruic 

Is watch*e by Dragons, (viz.)brave Men that ſhoot ; 
Let 'em revive Alcidey, and then know 

The uſe and matchleſs power of his Bow, 
Ere they gain hopes of England's overthrow ; 

And then perhaps as [mpotent as ere, 

Aſſaulting Warriours that ne're knew to fear, 1 
Each Archer proving an Alcides here. 


Therefore to you, moſt honoured Patriots, now 
Proſtrate to Earth my Muſe does humbly bow ; 
You that your Nations fam'd Militia ſway, 


E And 
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And your known Valours o*re the World diſplay 
By glorious Deeds, whoſe Magnanimity, 

Guarded by Honour from your Infancy, 

Gave early hopes of future Gallantry: 

You, whoſe brave thirſt of Glory has been known 
In Forreign Climes, and to Oppoſers ſhown 
Bateleſs and noble : You, whoſe Valours have 
Dar'd Death to's Face, courted a gloomy Grave, ; 
Your Country's Fame immaculate to ſave , 

And, like obſtreperous Thunder, terrifi'd 

With your dread Fames the raſh Inſulters pride: 
To you, the Souls of Honour, I appeal 

To further my Intentions, and reveal 

A Good to this forgetful Ape, that may 

Flouriſh when we lye mixt with common Clay : 
You that have power todo things great and good, 
Whoſe Adions ſhould be Noble as your Blood, 
Cannot advance the Nation's profit more, 

Than England's beſt of Weapons to reſtore 

To its firlt Dignity 5 nor aQ a thing 

More bravely beneficial to the King, 


Than the reviving of old Archerie 
To its priſtine Eſtate, Poſterity 


Wil 
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Will bleſs your Memories, when they ſhall read, 
Your noble Wills that benefit decreed 

For th' Nations good, whoſe powerful intereſt 
The neareſt Manſions of your hearts poſleſt, 
And crown'd with Loyalty and Faith recall'd 
a Vertue lorg by ſcorching Vice exhal'd 

From th* Ergliſh hearts, but now reviv'd agen, 
Sent from above t'incourage valiant men, 

And next to you, blind Fortune's wealthy Heirs, 
That fenc't about with Riches baniſh cares 

For the Realm's good, that never could expreſs 
A barm you felt, til! coo much idleneſs 

Uſher'd a fierce Diſeaſe, firlt learn to ſhoor, 
And on this Theme of Archerie diſpute ; 


44nd doing fo, you will nor only bind 


All generous Spirits toapplaud, but find 
A dulcid Health, and growing Courage ſeize 


The Bow renew'd once more in Exgland rail, 
And merit by that Atta Wreath of Bayes, 
Stil'd Patrons of your Country, live ador'd 

By faithful Subje&s, that can ne're afford 


a to more Deſervings, nor partake 


Yill 


f greater BleſIings than that Grant can make 
E 2 


Your Nerves infefted late through too much Eaſe : 


pf 
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To fertile Britain, lend your potent aid 
To plant an Art, through want of uſe decay'd, 
Amongſt our Natives, though of greater worth, 


Than that which firſt gave glorious Conqueſt birth : 
And Fame (when dead) your Monuments will crown 


With everlaſting Trophies, your renown 
Will charm each Breaſt, whilſt every gazer on 
Pays watry Tribute to the Marble Stone 

For loſs of thoſe, whoſe vertues did create 

A Bleſling known fo uſeful to the State : 
And,whilſt you hear inhabit, daily Prayers 

For your long Life will ſtill aſſault your Ears, 
The Vercuous and the Loyal will allow 

No Wreath, but what ſhall flouriſh on your Brow, 
Which to their PenefaGors paid muſt prove 
Th' undoubted fign of their united love. 
Think what a precious benefit *ewill bring 

To happy England, from whoſe uſe will ſpring 
Honour and Honeſty, the glorious Twins 

Of Excellence=infuſing Cherubins, 


And you induſtrious Yeomen, who with toyl 
Manure the boſom of your fertile Soil, 


Cheriſh't 
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Cheriſh't with growing hopes of future gains, 
When you ſhall reap the Harveſt of your pains , 
Forſake your lov'd Olympian Games a while, 
With which the tedious Minutes you beguile, 
And give the Bow, ſv uſeful to the Nation 
When bravely exercis'd, your approbation : 
Leave Quoits and Ninepins,thoſe Bear-garden Sports, 
And follow ſhooting often us'd in Courts ; 
An Exerciſe that rather adds to Fame, 
Than any way 'tis incident to ſhame ; 
The worth of your Progenitors purſue, 
Whoſe Loyal Valours often did ſubdue 
With their dread Bows and Shafts fierce Enemies, 
Though ſtrengthned with freſh Legions, or Surprize: 
No raſh intruding bold Antagoniſt 
The force of their brave Weapons durſt reſiſt, 
But huſh't as Mid-night Dreams deliberate 
The potent ſway of their Superiour Fate. 
If then that Ignorant Age ſuch Knowledge ſhar'd, 
And of their Archers had ſuch choice regard, 
Knowing no Weapon could ſuch Trophies bring, 
Such Profit to the Land, Fame to the King; 


E 23 Why 


Archerte Revivd, 02 


Why ſhould not you, Succeſſors to their Fate; 
New Preſidents in th' ſhooting Arc create, 
And by your brave Exainp!e animate 

The noble Spirits of your Country-men, 

To rouze and bring up Archerie agen? 


That creeping Poyſon, Vice irregular. 

Let every Village prove the Seat of Warr, 
Whoſe ſinall Dimenſions then need never fear, 
When manly Archers once inhabit there; 
Enrich't with Peace, you may poſſeſs your own, 
And reap with Joy the Fruit your care has ſown, 
Free from Commotions or Diſſentions baſe, 
Whoſe curſt effe&s do Exgliſh hearts diſgrace, 
And for your pains procurea rich Reward, 
You alſo ſtill may ſtand on your own Guard, 
Deſpiſing thoſe that Peace and Vertue ſhun, 
Though Law not ſuffers you to uſe a Gun : 
Or if your dwellings e're moleſted are 

By Forreign Irſolents, or Civil Warr, 

Fach man that bears a Bow may guard his own, 
And ſee his raſh {nvader overthrown, 

But ſuch Contentions way I never ſee : 

Our Bows againſt an Outland Enemy 


By AGion all baſe flothful Eaſe debarr, 


Would 
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Would braveſt be imploy'd: ſhould Archers joyn 
With our thrice-fam'd Militia, and combine 
United to o'recome ſome neighb*ring Land, 

What Potent Nation could our Force withſtand, 
Our men well arm'd with Guns,fierce Bows and Darts» 
Led on by Heaven, and ſteel'd with Exgliſh hearts ? 
Or were our Noble Warriours Excellence 

Only enaQed in our own defence, 

Were our joynt Forces call'd, not to command 

On ſome brave purpoſe, but to guard the Land ; 
Thus aided, Female breaſts their fear might ceaſe, 
And we in ſpite of Danger ſleep in Peace : 

Peace, whoſe delightful branch would firmly grow, 
Watred by Plenty's ſtream, whoſe Wealth would flow 
About our Land, and pearly Treafures heap, 

When the delighted Swains the Grain ſhould reap: 
Still free you'l live from Miſchiefs brooding Vice, 
Treading the narrow Path to Paradiſe, 

Imploy'd by this brave Paſtime; and atchieve 
Whar Vertue craves,or Piety can give: 

Your ſporting hours pleaſantly will fly, 

Refin'd from [1] or curſt Impiety : 

Whilſt a&ive Vice in Cities uſhers harms, 


Couching Perdition in her ſofreſt Charms. 
SS. There 
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There may you by the Art of ſhooting prove 
A watchleſs Courage ſent you from above : 
And when at Targets ſtriving you eſſay 

Each with a Shaft to bear the Prize away, 
Piercing it oft, indeavouring to hold 


Your Fortunes high, and hit the wiſh't for Gold, 


You may imagin then what you could do, 

If that fix'c Obje& were a living Foe. 

But on this Theme I have too long digpreſt, 
And th' Profits of the Bow too oft exprelt 

By this prolix Relation, yet excuſe 

The now Abortive Iſſue of my Muſe, 

And her affeQtion to this honeſt Sport, 

Whoſe worth and 1nnocency ſeems to court 
Th' unnerv'd Fuvertw thus to exerciſe 

An Art,ſworn Foe to Infamy and Vice. 

My Zeal to th* Nations good inforces me 

T' unfold the precious worth of Archerie, 
Prompted by Erpland's Genius to declare 

A thing ſo ſweet in Peace, ſo fierce in Warr, 

As Manly Shooting, th* Ancients chiefeſt good, 
W hoſe Vertue then was better underſtood 

Than in this drowzie Age, where nauſeous Eaſe 
Our too much pamper'd Natures beſt does pleaſe : 


Thi! 
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This by inſtin& infus'd intomy heart, 

And next my knowledge of this Noble Art, 
Flatter'd my daring Muſe to take in hand 
Shooting's applauſe, whoſe Vertue may command 
A ſecond Virgil's Phanſie to proclaim 

The Bow's well merited and matchleſs Fame : 
And upon this, as others have of late 

Eſſai'd their Wits and benefits of Fate, 

I, though the meaneſt of a thouſand men, 
Something have writ, though with a ruder Pen. 


Thou then, the happy Genius of this Ape, 

| Break through theſe gloomy Clouds, that do preſage 
JIl to the Realm ; and let thy Influence 

Infuſe in all the uſeful Excellence 

{ Of Bows and Shafts, rouze thy refulgent head, 

| And it's fam'd Vertue through the Nation ſpread ; 
Search with thy All-diſcerning Eye the Cave, 
Where Treafon broods deſtruQion to the Brave; 
And then declare the Bow can beſt defend 

{ The barb rous deeds proud Rebels did intend: 

| Diſplay its worth, and like diſtilling Dews, 

Into tkeir Souls its influence infuſe. 


| 
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That charm'd with knowledge of ſo brave an Art, 


They may to all irs unmatch't worth impart ; 
Stile it a Good, uſeful in Peace and War, 

In Paſtime priz?d, in Battel fingular ; 

It uſhers Health, and ſtrugling Vice confines, 
Whoſe Smiles Eternal Miſery deſigns, 
Drawing a Model , whereby all may Scan 

The bleſt Effigies of a Vertuousman, 

Pure and Immaculate, as when at firſt 

His Infancy m Innocence was nurſt. 


Riſe from your hateful Couches therefore you, 
That ina Sea of Vice your Souls imbrew, 
That deſtitute of Reaſon to prevent 
A nauſeous Deſtiny, too evident 
Run headlong to Perdition ;. now take hold 
Of my untwiſted Clew, and be not ſold 
For a ſhort pleafing Dream to endleſs Woes , 
Learn to be good, and Exerciſe with Bows 
Your happy Strengtb, and by that uſe create 

A Bleſſing uſeful, juſt, and fortunate : 
Let the Infe&ious that have long been nurſt 
In black and horrid Vice, whoſe Souls accurſt 


>” >” > ww = A > > ©5352 ” .3 am 


The Bow-Yan's Excetlence. 

By Heaven for ſome Enormance, firſt repair 
Their vicious Life by uncorrupted pray'r ; 

And next confinethemſelves to ſhooting well , 

So may they ſtifle Paſſions that rebel 3 

Since 'tis an Art allied to Honeſty, 

Where Vertue, Fame, and Magnanimity 

Combine to ſhow its precious Excellence, 
Unbounded Worth, and heavenly Innocence , 
The VVeeds of Vice thereby are rooted out : 
Nor need the generous Undertaker doubt 

The Juſtice of his A&ions, ſince this Art 
Nothing but VVorth and Vertue can impart. 

No Execrations forg'd in gloomy Stix 

Shall here have vent, nor any Hereticks 
VVedded to Sin with Archers ere combine, 

Nor taſte the dulcid Pleaſures of their Vine, 
Unleſs unblinded by bleſt Heaven to ſee 

The loathed Scene of their Impiety. 

The Antients ugd it both for Exerciſe, 

And a Defence againſt their Enemies z ; 
For Sport in Peace, but for great Deeds in Warr, 
VVhoſe then priz'd worth was knownſo neular, 
That Children, taught by Nature to ſuppoſe 

The worth ofArcherie, would cry for Boys : 


And 
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And though the dull and drowzy World has ſince | 
That biooming Age obſcur'd the Excellence 
Of this ſo noble Paſtime, trampling down 


Let us, the Heirs of Fame, not Ignomy, 

The inthral'd Art of Archerie ſet free, 

And glorying in our Loyalties advance 

A Jewel's worth, long loſt by th* ignorance 

Of this Luxuriaus Age, a Jem, whoſe price 
The weaith of Kingdows cannot comprimiſe, 
Were it athingobnoxious to the Land, 

A baleful il, where Vice had moſt command ; 
Were it a ſport unfitting for a Man 

That had the glorious race of Vertue ran, + 
And from his Cradle had that bliſs poſſeſt, 
With which All-ſeeing Heav'n rewards the bleſt ; 
Or did it cheriſh Vice, raiſe Calumny, 

Or ſtain pure minds with blots of Infamy , 
And by his nauſeous Rules reduce the Nation 
From innocent to vitious Converſation ; 

It were anaG of Juſtice to deprave 

This Art my Genius does declare ſobraye. 
But as Judicious Souls do ſhooting prize 

Only as healthful, and known Foe to Vigg 
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s it diſplayes the Theme of Piety; 
Procures us Fame, Hea'th, Courage, Honeſty, 
Brave wills to do, and power thoſe Deeds to ownz 
wngAnd from onr Hearts roots out what Vice has ſown; 
It muſt by prudent Souls acknowledg'd prove 
he choiceſt Bleſſing ſent us from above, 
ither for ourdiſport in times of Peace, 

dr guard in Warr when we expe& ſucceſs. 

Joyn therefore all ye Noble Souls that have 

Hearts to incourage and reward the Brave, 

Where the Decrees of Vertue gain applauſe: 

You that met danger in your Countries Cauſe 
With joy and reſolution, once more try 
The bleſt effes of Noble Archerie; 
Do you but plant, it of it ſelf will grow, 
Then ſhall ye reap the Bleſſings that ye ſow 
ith treble gains, commixt with bliſs to ſee 
Your brave endeavours thrive ſo fruitfully : 
Then ſhall this happy Land once more proclaim 
Its brave defence, and it's precedent Fame, 
Whoſe ancient Laurel Wreaths will wither'd ſhew, 
par'd to th? glorious Virdure of our new; 
Heaven with continued bleſſings will poſſeſs 
Our Natives, and the Land with Plenty bleſs, 
As Whi'ſt 


Archerle Reviv'd, o2 


VVhilſt here enrich't by th' Vertues of the Bow 
And noble Deeds, Mſftres rules below 
Impartially o'reall, from whence ſhall ſpring 
Peace tothe Realm, and Honour to the King, 
VVealth to th' Inhabitants, Glory untothoſe 
VVhoſe Valours dare reprove inſulting Foes: 
The world immaculate will be and good. 

As when firſt purg'd by the o*rewhelming Flood 
Mankind learn't Innacence and Vertue: ſo 
Shall we, unfound by Sin, its Bleſſings know, 
And this laſt Age by Archerie poſſeſt, 

Maugre its brooding Vices, prove the beſt. 


Poſt 


Poltſcript. 


Aving ſpoken (o liberally in the 
Applauſe of this Noble Exerv 
ciſe in the precedent Poem, 
perhaps it will be expefted chat 

e ſhould inftru& Perſons in the Praftick 

art of it, as well as delight chem with the 

heorick, And though 'tis confeſt there 
is 
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is a large portion of Skill to be uſed 
in the exa& managing of this Weapon ; 


yet it is ſooner to be learnt by Ocular| 


Obſervance and daily PraRice, than by Ver- 
bal Demonſtration , AﬀeQtion to it, and of- 
ten endeayouring to do like thoſe that are 
Maſters of this Science, being a greater and 
readier means to make any One perfe&, than 
the Deſcription of it by the Pen can be, 
Yet, to let the Ingenious perceive we are not 


— 


Ignorant of the Uſe and Nature of that 
Science which we ſo much applaud , and 
which is indeed fo worthy to be applaud- 
ed, we have inſerted theſe following Rules, 
thereby briefly relating che Implements, 


poſſeſt of, before he can attain to a perfe 


and the Knowledge that an Archer muſt ; 
form of Shooting. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall have relation to the Im 


plements that are neceſſary , and to 
| us 


7 
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us'd by all Archers, waich are theſe ; 


' Bracer, 
Shooting Glove, 
| 100 

| Bow, 
A « Shaff, 
Bow-Caſe, 

and 
| Pouch, 


The Bracer, although firſt mentioned, 
is of no great uſe, except to ſome Per- 


| fons whoſe Cloaths hinder the paſſage of 
| the String ; or ſuch whoſe Bows are not 


bent accordingly. It is commonly uſed 
for theſe two Cauſes; Firſt, to keep the 
Arm or Wriſt from being hurt by the 
String,and the ſleeve from being dammag'd. 
And ſecondly , that by gliding or flip- 
ping quickly off the Bracer , the Shaft 

F may 
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may have the more vigour to perform | 
your will; for , wanting this Bracer, if | 


the String ſhould light upon your Sleeve 
it would hinder the force of the Shoot , 
and fo cauſe you to miſs of your intended 
purpole. 


A Shooting Glove is only us'd to ſave 
a man's fingers from hurting, that he may 
be able to draw the String to the utmoſt 
of his ſtrength ; and therefore his Glove 
mult be lined at the fingers with thick Lea- 
ther, fit for that purpoſe, 


A String of a Bow , though little in 
it ſelf, ought ro be much regarded, for 
great Judgment is required in chooſing 
of good Strings :; for an ill String break- 
&th many a good Bow, They have 'for- 
merly, as many Greek * Authors write , 
been made diverſly ; as of Flax , of Silk, 

of 
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| of Hair; but in our laſt Age new Hemp 
was thought beſt for a String. 1In ſtring- 
> [ing a Bow there .muſt be great care ta- 


ken, that the String be not too ſhort, nor 
too long, but equal to the length and cem- 
per of the Bow: and take heed the Bow 
be well Nock't, leſt the ſharpneſs of the 
Horn , by wearing the String out, indan- 
ger your Bow : For if the String begin to 
fret or wear, truſt it not, but take ano- 
ther; for you had better loſe a String 
than a Bow, 


As to the Bow, the Ancients uſed to 
make them diverſly ; as of Braſs, Iron, 


Steel, * Pandarus, the beſt and moſt fa- * "4 


mous Archer amongſt the 7roans ( as 
Homer writes) had his Bow made of two 
Goar's-horns joyned together, which was 
proved to be of great power, Herodotus 
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of a certain Reed ; and ſeveral others 
have uſed Brafile , Elme, Wych, Aſh, all 
which are very unfit co be uſed in this Age 
if conſidered rightly, Tew being moſt ſui- 
cable now ro our ſtrength and abilities, 
And indeed it is of that excellent Nature, 
that nothing can excel ic, in making 
a good, quick, and well tempered 
Bow, 


A Shaft muſt be made according to 
your Bow , and equally weighed : ll 
Shafts oft make an ill Archer. Therefore 
there ought ſome Judgment and Care to 
be uſed in having your Shafts made by ſome 
<kilful Fletcher, that can both ſee a defett 
and mend it. 


A Bow-cale 1s to preſerve a Bow from 
the Weather, and it oughr not to be too 
wide or too narrow, but indifferent. A 

Bow- 
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Bow-caſe of Leather is not good by rea- 
ſon of its dampneſs ; Woollen being moſt 
fic for that uſe, by reaſon of its warmth, 
If you keep Bows at your Houſe, a Qui- 
ver of Wood 1s good to preſerve them in ; 
but take heed it ſtand ner too near a Stone- 
wall, for the moiſture of that will make 
your Bows weak ; nor too near a Fire, 
leſt che heat make them brictle, 


A Pouch fſerveth only co contain ne- 
ceſſaries, as your Glove, Bracer, Silk for 
your String, and wax co rub it with. And 
though a man may ſhoot without ir, yer 
a good Archer will find ic neceſfary. 


Next, in breaking a Bow there are ſe- 
veral wayes ; either by the Scring, by the 
Shaft drawing too farr, or by frets; if che 
String be either too ſhort or too long , 


not well put on, or dammag'd, the Bow 
F 3 being, 
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being il Nockrt, or being too old, There- 


fore an Archer ſhould take a great deal} 


of care in keeping all things fit , that his 
good Bow may not be in danger. 


Theſe are the Implements generally 
uſed in ſhooting ; But now we ſhall fay 


ſomething. relating to their uſe and| 


management ; Iz. 


Standing, 
Nocking, 
5 Drawing, 
Holding, 
Looſing. 


Lv 


Firſt, when an Archer is about to 
ſhoot, he ſhould alwayes be ſure to take 


ſuch footing or ſtanding as fhall be both | 


graceful co the Eyes of SpeRators, and 
profitable for his own uſe , framing his 
Coun- 


| 
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Countenance and his other parts ſo de- 


al cently , that all his ſtrength may be im- 


ployed co his advantage, and other mens 
delight, He mult nor bee too haſty, nor 
roo tedious in taking Aim; for the one 


will be accounted Temerity, the other an 
affeted Curiofity. His Body muſt be 


ſtreight, his Legs not ſtradling, nor too 


farr diſtant, but in ſuch a Poſture as may 
declare to the ſtander by his Judgment , 
by his deportment and management of his 
Weapon. 


"To nock your Shatt well is eaſily done 
if any care be taken; the only diligence 
being in placing your Shate well and e- 
qually croſs your Bow : for unconſtant 
nocking makes a man often miſs of his 
Aim , and ſometimes maketh the Bow to 
be in danger of breaking, for if nockt 
too high or too low, the Shaft , if it be 
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lictle, will ſtart ; if great, hobble, Alwayes 
nock the Cock-feather of your Arrow up- 
permoſt, and take heed the String ſlip not 
out of the Nock, for then all is in danger, 
of breaking. 


To draw a Bow well is the beſt and 
moſt graceful part of ſhooting, The An- 
cients uſed to draw their Bow to their 
Breaſts, as Homer demonſtrates in his de- 
ſcription of Pandarus ſhooting : 


X Up to his Pap the String be did pull, 
his Shaft to the hard Iron — 


The Warlike Women of Scythis uſed alſo 
the ſame manner of ſhooting low at the 
Breaſt : and for that reaſon in their In- 


fancy, Pentheſilea cauſed the right Paps of 


her Amazons to be ſeared away. But this 
manner of ſhooting is not uſed now ; the 
draw- 
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drawing to the right Ear being certainly 


the beſt and moſt graceful way : for a man 


hath not only freedom to uſe all his 
ſtrength, and aim right, but it is a po- 
ſture ſo comly and graceful, that it will 
exceedingly delight the SpeQators, 


You muſt not hold your Bow too long 
when itis drawn ; forif it be not of ex- 
ceeding good temper 1t will break : The 
performance of this can better be imagin'd 
then deſcrib'd ; only there muſt be an e- 
qual meaſure of Time between drawing 
and holding , or elſe "tis ten to one but 
your ſhot is ſpoil'd, 


Loofing is much of the ſame nature ; 
it muſt be quick and hard that it may be 
without girds : and take heed of letting a- 
ny of your Cloaths touch the String. Leo 
the Emperour would have his Souldiers 
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heads polled, and the beards ſhaved, for 
fear leſt the hair of their Heads ſhould 
hinder their Aſpe&, or their Beards ob- 
ftrud the force of the String. Thele Pre. 
cepts truly obſerv'd and follow'd , will 
doubtleſs inſtru& a Lover of this Art in 
its greateſt myſtery, | 


Two other things there are which are 
gencral to all Archers ; which is 


Weather, 
and 
Mark. 


Of the Weather as thus : He muſt ob- 
ſerve how the Wind is, whether with him, 
againſt him , fide-wind, full fide-wind, 
fide-wind quarter with him , ſide-wind 
quarter againſt him, or the like , that 

; there- 
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thereby he may ſhoot freely without be- 
ing at all obſtrufted by the badneſs of 


-| the Weather, Froſt is the only Ene- 
-| my to a Bow, for without good rubbing 


and care it will be apt to grow brittle and 
break. 


In ſhooting at a Mark obſerve this, 
to fix your ſtanding, to ſhoot compals , 
to draw alwayes alike, to nock even, 
and to looſe alwayes alike. Then to 
confider the nature of the Prick on 
Hills, in Valleys, ſtreight Plains, or 
winding Places, and to keep a juſt De- 
corum equal to the length or ſhortneſs of 
the Mark, 


This heedfully underſtood and fol- 
lowed , will I doubt not inſtruk a Be. 
ginner how to ſhoot , eſpecially being 
daily taught by ſecing the praftice of 

others 
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others skilful in this Art , whoſe worth I 
hope will finiſh the Documents I have 
here epitomiz'd, and make che Praftici- 
oner's Knowledge equal to our Hopes and 
withes, 
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Orders and Obſervations touching 
the Noble Exerciſe of Shooting 


in the Long-Bow , to he obſler- 
ved by thoſe which praQtiſe that 
Noble Art. 


I, P mite For the finding of your Mark, it 

muſt be within every man's reach, and truly 
named, for prevention of cavi!. 

2. For Whites, you may have as many as you 

pleaſe, ſo that they be all forwards : and if a looſe 


© | White be ſticken our of ſight, it is no Mark, 


3. For the higheſt Stakes, if there be a Pin, you 
muſt meaſure eo it, though the wood be higher, for 
the Pin was put in for that purpoſe, 

4+ If you ſhoot at a Buſh, or Black, or whatſoe- 
verelſe, you are to take the higheſt part thereof, for 
your place to meaſure ar, 

5. For all Trees,you are to meaſiire at Foot and 
Pole, except in the nawing of it you ſay, Ar the 
Nay], or, At the Hole,in ſuch a Tree : or if you can 
reach the top with haif your Bow, then you are ro 
take the higheſt ro meaſure at; but for Foor and 
Pole, you muſt meaſure a foot above the higheſt 
ground which joyns to the Tree. 

6. If inmeaſuring a Shoot, the difference be (© 

ſaall 
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ſinall that it cannot be decided, then that Compe- 
titor ſhall win the Shoot, which is beſt at the next 
Mark. 

7. [f in meaſuring a Shoot, the Mark be ſtirred 
out of its place, he loſeth the Shoot that removed 


or more, and the oppoſite ſide draw their Arrows, 
you can have no more than you firſt claimed, a 
though your Partner when he comes challengeth 
more. 

9. If you name one Mark, and Shoot at another, 
you are to loſe your Shoot , and. the other are to 
follow at the Mark named. 

r0.If your Arrow break, you may meaſ ure to the 
nearelt piece which hath wood and head, or wood 
and feather. 

11, If you have any miſhap, as innocking amiſs, 
&c. if you can reach your Arrow with your Bow, 
you may ſhoot again; if it flie farther, it is a Shoot, f" 

12, *In ſhooting at Rovers,you muſt ſtand no fur- 


your Bow ; bur at Pricks you are permitted to, 


ſtand two "rw before your Mark, and as much þbe- 
hind 1t as you pleaſe, 


In 


13 


oe In laudem Sagittariorum. 


Hen Engliſh Archers firſt in Warr's appear'd, 
England was honor'd; Honor'd#nay, twas fear" d: 


engreat Duke Will. that Norman Conqueror came: 
ith him came Bows; and ſince, with warlike chance, 
rov'd terrible weapons ſtill, gainſt Foes in France: 
itneſs thoſe Battels (where we Laurel wore) 

reſſie, Poitiers, ſtrong Agen, many more 3 

n which, by wvalour of our Archers ſtout, 

ome ſlain, ſome ta'ne, but ALL were put to rout : 
rom which then grew that French Proverbial Saw, 
un, Run ! for Engliſþ Archers 'gin to draw. 

ben came that thwick-thwack thundring Inſtrument, 
Firſt hatch't in Hell, and from the Devil ſent ; 


ince we laid by our Bow, to bounſe a Gun? 

ell but one brave Battel ever fought, 

nd won ( ſince then) if not, account them nought x 
nd,like brave Engliſh Archers, ſtill extoll the Bow, 


wd then be Conquerours whereſoe're ye go. 


In FINIS. 


